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CATULLUS AND CATULLA IN JUVENAL

Catulla appears. at Juvenal 949 for a woman who, according Lo the
indignant feminist Laronia, is typically « pure » in her abslention from
Jeshian oral-genitalism {« Tedia non lambit Cluviam nee Flora Catullamn »).
The name reeurs at 10,322, where Catulla and Oppia are women of the
aort who will never deny their libidinous appetites (¢ quid enim ullu nega-
verit udis [ inguinibus, sive est haec Oppia sive Catulla? »). Perhaps a
single, real individual is meant; but positive identification seems impos-
siblel, However, attention has often been drawn to the Catulla of Martial
8,53 : : :

« Formosissima quac fucre vel sunt,

sed vilissima, quae fucre vel sunt,

o quarh te fieri, Catulla, vellem

formosam minus aub magis pudicam! »
1L Tas been suggested that Martial and Juvenal were referring to Lhe
samu woman %

Consider for a moment qii carlier epigram (Martial 6.69), uddressed
to a Culullus whom Friedlinder would distinguisl. from the republican
poct? ;

« Non miror quod potat aquam tua Bassa, Catulle :
miror quod Bassae filia potat aquam. »

1 suspect that the poet, mentioned so often by Martial®, is alluded t0 also
here at 6.69, and I would offer as evidence Martial 2.50 :

« Quod feltas et aquam potas, nil, Lesbia, peceas.
qua tibi parte opus ost, Lesbia, sumis aguam, »

The closo likencss betiween these two couplets makes it difficult to sup-
pose that Martial had in mind any other than the Calullus and the Licshiz,

1, The Catullae in 2 and 10 are aquated by G, A, Ruperti {ed., D. Junii Tuvenalis Aqui-
natis Satirae- XY V1 [Loipzig ; 1820] ad loc,), Fran, Strauch {De personis Juvenalianis [Got-
tingen : 1869] 37). L. Friedlander {ed., D, Junii Juvenalis saturarum libri V [Leipzig
1895] ad loc. and indez nominwm ¢ ¢ meretrix s), and A, Steln (PIR® C 579 1 « femina im-
pudica » — anly one alher Catulla is calalogued by Lhe edilors of PiR, Oclavia Catulla,
PIRt 046, daughter of Pueblius Octavius and wile of Celadus, an importanl freedman of
Augustus}. The naine, Collic or a diminulive Irom Cate, is common ¢ see 1. Kajanlo, The
Zatin Cognemine {ielsinki : 1965] 250,

2. 8o Ruperti and Strauch, ibid, : the name oceurs only In Lhese Lwa Latin poets.

8. Priedlander alse distinguislies Uie Cobulbis of Marl, 12,73 : see Lhe indices nominim
to Wis cdition of Lthe Epigrams (AL Valerii Martialis epigrammaton Nbri [Lelpuig : 1340]).

4, See Friedlander's indez nominunm {Mart.) 367 5 he lists over Lwenly ssiges.
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despite Friedlinder®, That Lesbia /Clodia was worthy of tho title fella-
triz is sufficiently cvident from Catwllus 585 : « (Lesbia) glubil magna-
nimi Remi nepotes 2. » '

Martial 2.50 and 6.69 are worlh noting, bolth beeause of Friedlinder’s
misinterpretation, and also as an illustration of the epigrammatist’s allu-
sions to things Catullan : Martial is quitc willing to invoke Catullus’ once-
beloved, and to make her the bruni of one of his obscene accusations.
Now, to return to the epigram cited above, Martial 8,53 is unquestionably
reminiscent of Catullus, ‘especially 21.2f, 24.2f and 49.2{%. And I would
suggest that Martial may well mean Cetnlla there as Lhe equivalent of
Catllana or Capulli amica, Leshia that is, the same woman he calls fel-
latriz in 2.50 : the name-play itsclf recalls Catullus, who labels Clodius
Pulcher Lesbius, « Lesbia’s boy », in poem 79. ot

If Juvenal did, at 2.49 (and 10.322?), have Martial's Catulla in his
thoughts, as several commentators have surmiscd, he must surely have
sensed the allusion to Lesbia and borrowed it for Laronia’s lirade against
homesexuals and their foul practices (especially fellutio). « Catulln » (Jit-
venal 249 and 10,322} may have been o« hot number » and oven o Jel-
latriz, but at least her interests (like Lurenin’s, if we are to believe her)
were in the opposile sex4,

1, Priedlitnder would nol Ldendify the Leshia of 2.50 with Calullug? mistress, who is
clenrly meanl in G4, 7,04, 8.2, 12044 wnd 8Y, wnd 1497 5 o Lliose six Ptk Leslia i
alwnys wentiviod with Gatullus, always kindly, novor diroclly addmessed, ‘Uhe stune oditar
distinguishes alse Lhe Lesbings) of 1.4, 5.68, 6.2, 10,39, 10,62 il 99 ; e, as in 2,50,
Catullus is wol menlioned, and Leshin is nearly always nddressed fnsnlted —- henee
Frivdlinder's distinction, Bul why should Martinl not adeeoss Loshin, as n Lyper, el why
should hie nol reflest both faces of Lhe porteail Calullus had eolored so vividly?

1. While glubic may nol ho Lo preeiso saquivalent of fellar, ib enn b lensl suggest fol-
lagio ¢ 1L Is purlaps signlilount Uik Untullos® singlo wso of the vorb feftare woenres in Lhe
poem bnnedintely following (591 : fenonfensis Jtufa Rufulwm feilut), whera Lhe poet
exhibils his skill al name-pluy, ‘

3. 2020 sed quot ant fuerunt | Aut sunt ant alfis erient in annis; 2020 : sod gurot ant fue-
runt | Aut posthae aliis erunt in annis; 19,20 ; Quot sunt quotque fuere, Marce Tulli, [ Quotque
post alfis erunt in annis, The likenoss of Marlial 8,53 lo Llese lines from Catullus has been
noled by W, G, A, Kor, ed. Marlial Epigrams {London : 196), and Friediander, ad loc,

4, I Catullam is meant as an allusion to Lesbia, what of. 7'(a)edia, Cluviam and Flora,
in Lhe same line? Juvenal is fond of such cluslers of namus s this one al 2.49¢ {in fact,
Lhey are espocially pleniiful in Sulire Two @ cf. 241, 68T, 145¢, 1530} ; an examination of
the uso of namnes in Book One of the Batires roveals, however, that Juvenal dees not feel
obliged Lo select or troat each namo within & pair or cluster {n Just the same way, While
no coempletely salisfaclory explanation exists for the cheico of names at 2,49f, we should
at least note the possibility that Juvenal has Laronla shouling names that are exempla
for loose {but not « unnatural s} women : Catulla is Lesbia, the notorious misiress of Catul-
lus ; Flora is Pompey's favorile courlesan, whose physical allractiveness was so renowned
{Plul., Pomp, 2.8-8, 52,2 ¢ of, Miinzor, 242 « Florn « {23, tnd Wefediindor on Juyonal 2,494
« Flora » mity also have been intended to roend! the ancient goddess of fowering and the
licentious Floralin, a holiday for prosiitutes); Cluvia is the reformod Capuan mereiriz
who furnished Roman prisoners with food and supplios duriog U second Punie Wie aod
wils rewarded by U sonale {so Forcellini, Onomasticon, 5. v. « » @ Livy 26.33f, Val,
Max, 5.2.1), We aro ai a loss, howover, o produce such a ‘I'{ajedia. If the rending Aeefa
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A further example of JuvenaPs playful allusion Lo the Catullan tradition
may bo seen ab 4.113-118 ¢
« ol cum movtifero prudens Veiinlo Calullo,
qui numquam visae flagrabat amore puellae,
grande et conspicuum nostro quoque tempore monstrum,
caecus adulator dirusque ta pontet satelles,
dignus Aricinos qui mendicaret ad axes
blandaque devexae iactarct basia racdae. »

The satirist introduces among Domitian’s « fish councillors » a blind syco~
phant and murderous villain named Catullus, who must be L. Valerius
Catullus Messalinus, consul with Domitian in A, D. 73 and again Eurhnlﬁ
suffecius in 851, One of Pliny’s letters at't;e§ts both' to the man’s bhndneb::
and to his vicious activities during Domitian’s reign 2 This Catu}hﬂm was
almost certainly connected with the family of the Veroncse poct?; 'l"l]‘lll
this connection: (whether real or only suggested by the name)‘ is L‘nlp]lllSlfﬂfl
by Juvenal Uhrough verbal techniques meant Lo recull Galullan verse.
Line 144, while pointing Lo the rogue’s setuad blindness, is I‘UIIHJ\IM:(‘III:
of the Lhemes of the carlier Calullus® poctry and a parody ol such lines
us 67,26 :
- « Sive quod impin mens caceo flagrabul amore, »
The cacens amutor is suggested by Juvenal's cacens adulutor ("liG). Nor
could ane miss the ccho of Gubullan love-poetry in basie (148), w0 word
Lhat. oeeurs elsewhore in Juvenal only ol G.884% The lake Professor 13,
L. Ullman also noted the significance of dasie here, adding thalk « Juve-

is ratainnd, Movin Galln comes’ Lo mind, the mishress of :\Tllllil‘l.'ll.l."' Plangus .(P.{j"ll {\'[ 4 I.r;l.)],
« wumin frosn rowghly Lhe siene period as Galulb flashia and ¥ qurnl. .lllll..li wy “il-ul l‘{tl)u i,
s we probahly sheald, the theory seens to Leval down 3 yel il is ‘.“_’”“"”_" | l.ll. -Tlm;“] 1‘1:‘.
famous P{e)edda wits suifed Lo Lae passnge, Though we ll:l\'l"ll”ll'l'\\‘-l‘t\t,‘ st hotlte o '|~1]l.'.'
Or il can by thad Juvennl selectod Lhe name as o puas oo feediune, « Miss .|..llll“Ithll.l-ll:| .:L ]l.l'\‘
duvies wits nol foreign Lo Nivenal, s hi been !;c-uumlly stippuesid lu]lmrL‘ Ty “-.] :t:,
puinted toLha esho of kispide mentbra, 241, in Hispa, the nuue il compleles lhi: l.ll!:- v
al 24910 (Jucenal the Satirist [Oxford : 1U54] 292] 5 H [.l]lU "h.mfuf] ul :‘Lll llll.t'l_lt[m ¢ ?:n::l;
logieal pun rendors more altraclive the ru:uh.ng Latronla al 2,36 n bl.lggl.!:':lilul} mmnu.‘ L
me by L. Richardson, Jr.), where « Miss Bnymg-hmluh v would .bc appropriade u)t"iur o
Juvenal's uliima eitie who, when chastised, « bite back » (enstigara rcmordciu : 2.8 |.,)..
1, Bee J, Urook, Consilimm Principis (Cumbridigo @ 1955) he, a2l ;.,].l.lsu 1?.. ::\_\'3111.'..1 uca[rlm‘r
{Oxford : 1958) G380; PAAVV 415 R, Mnnstik, 22« Vaderius » [127); thhl.lllbl.fltllll. ‘ |;
Catullus, proconsul of Crets and Cyrene, who suppressed Lhe .Iewuslj Tepullllun :'n' '.%uln]
in 73, allhough identifled willh him by F. Ritlerling, « Military Torces in the Seoalorial

_ Provinces s+, JRS 17 (1927} 29 .— see Grong in PJR? C 582 (the same conflation oceurs

i eti st ii al, tho mimographus of
in Smilh’s Dietionary). Also distinet from other Catulli in Juvenal, 10gr :
8,186 and 13,111 {P%Ra C 581 ; RE « Catullus » [2]), and the amicus poelee, 12,29, 87, 9
PIR: G 583, RE « Calullus » [4]), ' o
{ 2, Ep. 42060 0 on whieh seo A, N, Sheewin-While, The Leiers of Pliny (\xfurd :‘I"J:.t:}.
ad I.oc and p. 743 ; ef. Syme, Tacitus, 5[, Juvenal wis safo : Uulul!us wis (lui_u} liefure Pliny's
lotlnr'w:ls wrillen, A. 1), 97 or 94, ns, of course, was his deminus, Thunilian,

1, CL 3anslik, op, eit. (0, ubove) ; syme, Paels, 9%, 1, Y, « ol perhips o blood pres
lation », . ’ . .
‘ 4, Tor basimm, basiapio and basiare in Gilullug, see poems §, 7, 8, 16, 4% and 99,
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nal's eille, Catullo, puellae, and satelles in 112, 143, 114, 146 can hardly
be attributed to chance » in view of Catullus’ own fondness for these ~11-
sounds at lines' end . This entire passage exhibits well Juvenal’s close and
careful attention to the selection and disposition of the personal names -

in his Satires,
Richard A, LAFLEUR,

1. « Miscellaneous Commonts on Juvenal s, in Phe Classical Tradition ; Studies in}Honor
of Harry Caplan (Ithaca ; 1966} 280,




